
Map of  the valley. 

During demolishion 1988

BLAENSERCHAN Blaenserchan was a colliery situated in Cwn 
nad duu, in pontypool near pontnewddydd. 
The colliery worked many seams while it was  
open and produced alot of  coal.  This book 
can be opened into a time line of  blaenserchans 
history and look at what remains there now.

Blaenserchan Colliery first shaft 
was shunk and the colliery was 
opened by Partridge & Jones 
Ltd. When the colliery first open 
it only had one shaft to bring up 
the coal this shaft is now know 
as the upshaft.

Six years after opening the colliery 
had 436 men empolyed to do work 

there.

The first shaft or the upshaft as 
its know now was deepend to a 
depth of  362 yards.

A second shaft which is now known as the down shaft was 
sunk. It was sunk to a depth of  354 yards. The second 
shaft was also used to obtain air in the pits. Before the 
down shaft was sunk air was obtained from another near 
by colliery called Llanerch.

The washery was built around this 
time. The washery is where the 
coal cut from the top and bottom 
of  a seam, which would contain 
some stone, would be seperated. 
The stone is heavier than the coal 
and the two can be separated using 
water. After separation the coal 
can be ‘screened’ into various sizes. 
It was built for a near by colliery 
called Llanerch. It’s not in use for 
Blaenserchan yet.

The Pithead Baths were built so the workers did 
not have to make there way all the way home 
in there old dirty clothes they could have warm 
shower in the new baths before they travel home.

The colliery was Nationalised 
which means that the colliery 
was taken over by the 
goverment. The Colliery then 
became a smaller but consistent 
producer of coking coals. Also 
the washery started being used 
by Blaenserchan.

The Colliery stop using the 
washery instead took the coal to 
pit head baths. From the baths the 
coal was taken to Talywain and on 
to Hafodyrynys for washing and 
despatch to the various markets.

View from above Blaenserchan colliey 1973
Washery 1947

The underground link was completed with Abertillery New 
Mine three and  half miles away to the north west. The coal 
was took there for winding and washing. The connection 
eliminated a great deal of surface transport.

Pithead baths 1984

View from above 1984

The Colliery Shut. The 
decision to close Blaenserchan 
was an economic one, the 
colliery was not producing 
enough coal. As a result there 
was a merger with a colliery 
called Six Bells. Even though 
the colliery was closed work 
under the surface continued..

The pit ceased all work 
at this time and coming 
to the end of the year 
the demolishion of the 
colliery started.
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